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ORIGINAL  SERMON....NO.  IX. 

ON  MODERN  REVIVALS. 

Bjr  Dolphos  Sxi.nnsr,  Pastor  of  th«  First  Uni- 
Torsalist  Church  and  Society,  in  Utiea. 


“  For  I  boar  them  record,  that  they  have  a  zeal  of  God, 
bat  net  accordiat  to  knowledge.  Fur  tliey  being  ignorant 
efCoif a  righteouaneKS,  aid  going  aiioul  to  catabliah  their 
own  rjghteouaneoB,  have  not  aubinitted  thenmeives  to  the 
righteouaneaa  of  God.”— Romans  x :  U,  3. 

No  proposition  is  more  true  than  this — 
that  Man  is  naturally  a  religious  being.  His 
mind  needs,  and  as  naturally  seeks  for  s|)i- 
ritual  food  and  sustenance,  in  the  all  impor¬ 
tant  concerns  of  religion,  as  the  body  needs 
and  seeks  for  that  aliment  which  nature  has 
provided  for  its  support  and  strength.  And 
as  tlie  body  is  rather  injured  than  benefited 
— rather  weakened  than  strengthened, — by 
partaking  of  |)oi5onoiis  or  un  w  hule.some  food, 
or  even  by  partaking  of  wholesome  food  at 
improper  times  and  in  immoderate  quanti¬ 
fies  ;  so  the  mind  is  equally  liable  to  be  in¬ 
jured  by  morally  poisonous  food — by  spuri¬ 
ous  and  unwholesome  systems  of  religion — 
or  even  by  a  true  system  hadlif  administer¬ 
ed,  or  partaken  to  excess,  and  at  improper 
times.  Poisonous  food,  either  for  body  or 
mind,  is  always  pernicious ;  and  good  food 
map  be  abused  and  perverted  from  a  bless¬ 
ing  to  a  curse.  Heaven  never  bestowed  on 
man  a  greater  blessing  tlian  that  of  religion  ; 
and  yet  few,  if  any,  of  the  divine  favors  have 
been  oftener,  or  more  fatally  perverted  and 
abused,  cither  by  ignorance  or  wickedness, 
or  both. 

The  Israelites,  of  whom  the  author  of  my 
text  speaks,  were  a  very  religious  people  ; 
yet  their  religion  did  not  profit  themselves 
or  others.  They  were  remarkable  for  their 
zeal  in  the  cause  of  religion  ;  but  their  zeal 
was  the  zeal  of  ignorance,  and  their  righte¬ 
ousness  was  of  a  character  very  ditferent  from 
the  righteousness  which  was  acceptable  to 
fiod.  It  consisted  mostly  in  loud  preten¬ 
sions,  boisterous  declamations,  formal  rites, 
sflected  sanctity,  and  (if  I  may  so  express 
it)  malignant  zeal,  to  the  neglect  of  the  more 
amiable  virtues  of  social  charity  and  practi- 
^1  goilliness.  And,  my  friendly  hearers, 
if  I  am  not  very  much  mistaken,  we  have 
many  such  religionists  in  the  present  day. 
As  the  evils  are  many,  and  the  dangers  great 
to  society  in  general,  to  be  apprehended  from 
this  pseudo-religion,  I  desire  to  dniw  your 
very  particular  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
shall  introduce  as  the  principal  topic  of  dis- 
this  evening,  the  subject  of  modern 
Revivals  of  Religion,  so  called. 

Without  fiirihcr  preamble  or  introduction, 
I  shall  proceed  to  consider. 


I.  The  manner  of  producing  or  getting  up  j 
these  revivals. 

II.  The  manner  of  conducting  and  con¬ 
tinuing  them. 

HI.  The  evils  resulting  from  them. 

IV.  Compare  them  with  the  practices  of 
the  apostles  and  primitive  saints  :  and  con¬ 
clude  with  such  observations  and  remarks, 
as  the  subject  shall  naturally  suggest. 

I.  The  manner  of  producing  a  modern 
revival.  I  would  here  observe  in  the  out¬ 
set,  that  a  revival  of  religion,  in  the  modern 
acceptation  of  the  phrase,  cannot  occur  in 
any  one  place,  ofiener  than  about  once  in 
four  or  five  years,  at  least  not  to  any  con¬ 
siderable  extent,  without  a  material  or  great 
change  of  the  population.  The  reason  is 
obvious — as  the  subjects  of  these  excitements 
are  mostly  children  or  youth,  and  as  most  of 
these  (who  attend  on  the  meetings  of  the  re¬ 
vival  classes,  and  who  are  not  instructed  as 
to  the  management  and  motives  of  the  lead¬ 
ers, )  arc  “  brought  out,”  to  use  one  of  tlieir 
favorite  phrases,  in  the  time  of  one  revival ; 
a  lapse  of  at  least  lour  or  five  years  becomes 
necessary  to  bring  another  set  of  children 
and  youth  to  a  proper  age  to  be  operated  on 
by  the  measures  now  to  be  descrilied. 

Whenever  a  church  becomes  rather  thin¬ 
ly  attended  ;  or  the  preacher  unpopular ;  or 
internal  dissensions  prevail,  from  which  it 
liecomes  necessary  to  divert  public  atten¬ 
tion  ;  or  the  usual  lapse  of  time  has  trans¬ 
pired,  and  the  preacher  thinks  it  necessary 
to  make  some  new  converts  to  fill  his  church 
and  provide  himself  with  supporters  against 
a  wet  day  or  old  age ;  the  following  plan,  or 
something  similar  to  it,  is  generally  adopt¬ 
ed  :  The  minister  puts  on  a  very  sad  and 
gloomy  countenance— is  dreadfully  oppress¬ 
ed  with  a  sense  of  his  own  unfaithfulness — 
siglis  and  mourns  over  the  low  state  of  reli¬ 
gion  in  his  chureh,  and  weeps  for  the  sins 
of  the  people,  concerning  whom  he  expects 
to  render  an  account  at  the  .bar  of  God,  in 
eternity.  After  continuing  this  aflcctcd  sad¬ 
ness,  mourning  and  depression  for  a  few 
days,  or  perhaps  weeks,  he  then  prevails  on 
his  deacons  or  elders  to  join  him  in  lamen¬ 
tation  and  wailing,  over  their  own  and  the 
great  sins  of  the  people — (not  but  that  the 
people  areas  honest,  industrious,  moral,  up¬ 
right,  and  chariuiblc,  ns  any  people  in  the 
world,  but—)  they  arc  bowed  down,  for  the 
people,  with  a  load  of  guilt,  of  which  the 
latter  are  entirely  unconscious.  After  this 
measure  has  been  employed  for  a  few  days, 
a  church  meeting  is  called,  and  in  secret 
council,  the  affair  is  explained  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  gctierally — they  are  told  of  the  imperi¬ 
ous  necessity  of  getting  up  a  revival,  in  or¬ 
der  to  replenish  the  church — that  they  must, 
one  and  all,  unite  in  the  measure— «l'lcet  the 


same  sad  and  anxious  feeling  for  sinners, 
that  the  minister  and  elders  have  done,  and 
take  hold,  in  good  earnest,  to  have  a  revival. 

The  members  consent ;  and  now,  forth¬ 
with  it  is  reported  throughout  the  town,  that 
an  uncommonly  interesting  time  is  about  to 
commence — that  it  is  a  time  of  deep  anxie¬ 
ty,  fasting  and  prayer  with  the  church— that 
God  is  alMUt  to  visit  tlie  place- that  Mr.  A. 
is  now  quite  serioas — that  Mrs.  B.  is  under 
conviction — that  Miss  C.  has  been  seen 
weeping,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that 
she  will  soon  be  ‘  brought  out,’— that  Mas¬ 
ter  D.  has  ‘  obtained  a  hope.’  Now,  con¬ 
ference  meetings,  anxious  meetings,  prayer 
meetings,  inquiry  meetings,  8ic.,  are  ap¬ 
pointed  for  every  evening  in  the  week.  A 
three  or  four  days’  meeting  is  called,  and  the 
must  ftaniing  and  terrific  preachers  in  the 
neighboring  towns,  or  to  be  found  in  the 
country,  are  called  in  to  convert  sinners — 
the  wonders  they  have  wrought  in  other  pla¬ 
ces  are  narrated  and  exaggerated — many 
Univcrsalists,  in  such  and  such  places,  and 
one  or  two  preachers  of  the  order,  are  said 
to  have  renounced  their  soul-destroying 

doctrine,  and  become  Christians  ! - Tho 

Lord  is  doing  wonders  all  over  the  country 
— all  who  wish  to  be  converted,  or  go  to 
heaven — all  w  ho  do  not  desire  to  go  to  hell, 
are  exhorted  to  attend  the  meetings.  Mul¬ 
titudes  now  flock  to  the  church — some  thro* 
fear,  others  through  the  influence  of  friends, 
and  others  through  a  curiosity  similar  to  that 
which  prompts  them  to  visit  a  caravan  of 
wild  animals.  The  thronged  and  almost 
sufi'oeated  multitude  are  then  addressed  with 
the  most  boisterous  tone  and  thundering  ana¬ 
themas,  by  several  of  the  visiting  clergymen 
in  succession.  In  these  addresses,  the  most 
horrible  descriptions  of  hell  and  damnation 
are  dwelt  upon — the  terrors  of  an  imaginary 
lake  of  fire  and  brimstone  are  conjured  up— 
hell  uneapped — the  miserable  souls  of  the 
damned  invoked  and  called  out  to  tell  the 
torments  of  that  dreadful  place — of  the  worm 
that  never  dies  and  the  flames  that  are  never 
to  be  quenched — their  ceaseless  groans  and 
cries  are  heard — “the  flaming  wrath  of  of¬ 
fended  justice  and  incensed  omnipotent 
hangs  over  these  wretched  sinners  now  in  this 
house,  and  is  only  stayed  for  a  little  season 
by  the  entreaties  and  pleadingsof  his  inno¬ 
cent  son — the  flames  of  hell  are  flashing  to 
devour  you — devils  arc  waiting  to  receive 
you — on  the  other  hand,  the  son  of  love  and 
the  saints  of  grace  are  praying  for  yon,  and 
pleading  with  you,  to  give  up  your  hearts 
to  God— to  lay  aside  your  canid  reason, 
and  comply  this  moment,  before  it  is  for- 
{ ever  too  late,  with  the  terms  of  salvation.” 
At  such  times  the  doctrine  of  particular  elcc- 
!  tion  and  reprobation  is  entirely  forgotten  or 
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krjitoulof  sight _ nothing  is  said  alnHil  ctcr-  now  appointed  to  lx:  Inddcn  in  various  parts  distinct  idea  of  the  plan  of  operations,  and 

n  d  decrees _ -all  is  represented  as  depending  of  tlio  town,  in  llic  evening — the  people  as-  as  far  ns  opportunity  will  now  perntit,  1  pass 

on  the  creature — the  jojs  of  heaven  or  tlie  seinhlc  in  inullitiules  at  ^^•llool  houses  and  to  eonsi  er 

torments  of  hell  arc  suspcndi:d  on  the  eom-  dwelling  lioiises,  and  aller  crowding  in  nnd  II.  Tlie  manner  of  continuing  and  con- 
plianoc  or  noneomplianee  of  every  one  in  filling  the  apartment  full,  nhno‘>t  to  MilVoea-  dneting  llicse  revivals  after  they  have  once 
this  house,  this  very  night — you  can  all  get  lion,  they  tire  permitted  to  wait  in  tmxions  been  started. 

religion,  this  moment,  if  you  want  it — u:id  suspciise  for  half  or  three  quarters  of  an  The  means  employed  for  this  purpose  ar« 
if  any  neglect  this  opportunity,  it  is  more  hour,  with  the  roem  dimly  liglited  in  order  generally  the  same,  and  the  manner  ofap- 
than  probable,  that  hell  will  bJ  their  portion  1  to  prodneo  gloomy  rellee’.ions.'  The  iTiinis-  plying  them  similar,  with  what  have  already 
before  morning,  |  ter  then  enters  with  a  eonnir'iian  •■■iJ  us  iu-en  descrilK-d,  with  the  addition  of  many 

After  dwelling  on  these  nnd  similar  themes  i  the  grave,  and,  w  ith  a  voice  gloomy  as  other  po;7.<  in  the  perfannnnce.  Such  tut 
for  a  length  of  lime,  Rud  one-half  the  midi- I  death,  eonimenc's  haranguing  the  ass  jmhiy  ringing  the  chureh  hell  for  prayer  every 
cncc  get  extmplctely  I'owildered  with  think- j  about  the  iirf.il  v'dlitit'a  of  ch  rnih/,  the  morning  at  day-brealc,  to  let  community 
ing  of  them,  a  ciL  is  then  made  for  those  |  dn’ailful  terrors  of  the  iipproaehing  judg-  know  that  the  saints  are  onqraged  and  un- 
iindcr  conviction — the  anxious  imd  mourn-  ;  ment,  the  unending  torm.iiis,  the  eeasuless  eornmonly  pious;  the  telling  at  every  meet¬ 
ing  souls — those  who  desire  the  prayers  of  •  groans  iind  the  hojs.'less  dt  spair,  of  the  mi-  ing  some  ueeount  of  remarkable  eonver- 
God's  people — who  wish  for  an  interest  in  >erah;o  inlr.hitants  of  hell,  in  the  regions  of  sions  in  other  places  ;  of  the  wonders  that 
the  supplications  of  the  saints — to  ro  ne  for-  |  endless  woe.  One  begins  to  groan  on  this  arc  lieing  wrought  around  them  ;  of  the  coii- 
TvarJ  to  the  anxious  scats  to  bo  prayed  for.  !  side,  ar.ntlu  r  to  sigh  on  that — one  weeps  l)c-  vietion  and  conversion  of  one,  two  or  more 
Then,  one  of  the  female  menilMrrs  of  the  |  fire  you,  another  sobs  aloud  behind  yon,  L'liiversalists ;  (for  it  Wionld  be  recollected 
church,  with  her  veil  over  her  face,  am!  her  |  tiil  nearly  the  whole  etingregation  is  dissid-  they  put  a  mneli  higher  value  on  converts 
head  bowed  down  like  a  bulrush,  slowly  |  ved  in  tears  ; — and  a  person,  especially  one  from  rniversulism  titan  on  any  others — 
rooves  to  the  anxious  scats,  prepared  for  tlie  :  young  in  years,  attending  these  meetings,  llioiigli  they  are  careful  not  to  mention  tlieir 
purpose — "tlicre  comes  one  anxious  sou!,’’ i  will  weep  witli  the  rest,  merely  from  the  /tomes  or  tell  tcherc  thry  reside;)  the  fre- 
crics  the  minister,  “one  that  is  willing  to  '  power  of  st/m/to/Z/y.  A  person  must  pos-  tptent  nnd  general  distribution  of  tracts  filed 
give  up  her  heart  to  God — arc  there  no  scss  uneoinmoiily  strong  nerves  not  to  lx;  in  with  the  most  alarming  descriptions  of  liell 
more  that  wish  lor  the  prayers  of  the  saints  ?'’  some  way  iilliiaed  w  ilii  such  a  scene  as  this,  and  damnation  ;  the  appointing  of  commit- 
At  length  another  starts  and  slowly  moves  even  tliough  the  mind  is  not  in-'lriieieil,  the  tecs  logo  througlt  the  village  or  town  to  vi- 
on — by  and  by,  another — another  prevails  j  heart  improved,  nor  tlic  understanding  en-  sit  every  fuinily,  to  jtrevail  on  them  to  at- 
on  her  young  daughter  about  14  years  old  to  I  lightened.  'J'hcrc  arc  strange  and  imac-  tend ///cjV  meetings,  to  frighten  modest  wo- 
accompany  her — the  preachers  in  the  mean  I  countable  feelings  lliat  come  over  the  mind  men  and  timid  children  with  the  idea  that 
time  remarking,  when  any  one  rises  to  go,  — the  3'oung  are  told  it  is  llic  convicting  ihe^’  are  going  directlv’  to  hell  unless  they 
“another  poor  soul  coming — arc  tliere  no  |»ower  and  striving  operations  «)f  the  Holy  get  religion  immc/liatelj’ ;  (tidiing  special 
more?  do  all  the  rest  ill  this  house  im/i  to  Ghost — tliat  thej-  are  undoubtedly  “under  care,  if  tlie  husband,  the  lallicr,  or  master  of 
go  to  hell  ?  are  there  no  more  who  daire  to  conviction" — lliat  they  inu>t  not  resist  nor  the  family  is  not  a  ineinlx'r  of  their  cluircli, 
go  to  heaven  ?”  So  tliis  maiKCUvring  con-  qncneli  the  Spirit.  In  this  state  of  mind  to  pay  their  visits  in  hix  absencr,  h'fd  they 
tinucs,  till  with  the  chureh  mcnilK,Ts  and  tliey  arc  kept  for  a  daj' or  two  ninler  the  might  he  rebuked  for  their  iinpiidcnec ;)  the 
the  children  and  youth  that  have  been,  by  eateehclieal  instruetion  of  their  loaders,  and  altaeking  of  persons,  liolli  acfiunintanecs 
the  combined  iiiflucnee  of  fear  and  syinpa-  having  lost  their  reason  and  the  government  and  strangers,  as  llicj'  meet  them  in  the 
thy,  prevailed  on  to  come  forward,  a  eon-  of  their  ow  n  minds  they  w  ill  answer  to  un^  streets,  nnd  abruptly  commencing  conversn- 
sidcrablc  number  arc  on  the  anrioits  srats.  question  jiroposed  by  their  g  lides,  exactly  tion  on  the  subject  of  religion,  asking  them 
Then  commences  a  course  of  ogoa/t/ng  as  the  import  of  llic'qucstioas  implies  ihev  if  they  arc  Christians — if  they  have  got  reli- 
prayer  for  these  poor  coiivieteJ  sinners —  mi/s/ be  answered,  in  order  to  escape  hell—  gion,  or  made  their  peace  with  God,  and 
an  alTectation  of  much  wcei»lng,  and  strong  such  as,  “  jou  feel  that  yon  are  toledly  de-  telling  them  tlicy  arc  in  the  broad  road  to 
cries  and  entreaties  to  God  on  their  bchall  praved  ? — that  \'on  deserve  to  he  east  olVfor-  ruin;  assailingunprotcetedfcmalesinasi- 
— with  expressions  like  the  following — “  O,  ever? — tlial  it  would  be' just  in  God,  should  mikir  manner,  [lartieularU’ hired  girls,  (who 
don’t  let  these  sinners  perish — don't  let  he  doom  j'ou  to  hell  ? — that  vou  are  w  illing  frequently  are  far  from  Iheir  friends,  and 
them  go  down  to  hell — O,  Gord,  we  know  to  lie  damned  for  the  glory  of  God  ?” — Sir.,  have  none  to  plead  their  cause  or  dcfcni} 
they  deserve  eternal  damnation — that  thy  to  all  whieli  an  unr|ualiiied  “yes’’  is  ncces-  them  from  such  assaults,)  and  telling  them 
Justice  would  consign  them  to  the  pit — but  sary.  After  the  mind  lias  been  kept  in  this  that  getting  religion  and  joining  their  church 
Tve  beseech  thee  not  to  deal  with  them  ae-  state  of  darkness,  ami  gloonij'  im  1  /loubt-  is  the  only  way  in  which  tliey  can  secure  a 
cording  to  their  deserts,  but  snatch  tlicm  as  ing  vassalage  a  sufllcient  htigih  of  time,  or  standing  in  society  in  this  world,  or  escape 
brands  from  the  burning,”  See.  k.c.  tiil  it  can  endure  it  no  longer, — when  from  from  hell  in  the  next ;  the  singling  out  of 

The  farce  ends  for  the  night,  w  ith  a  rc-  its  own  natural  clasiicilj'  it  will  spring  from  parlieulnr  persons,  and  calling  them  by  n.arae 
quest  for  all  the  anxious  to  attend  a  prater  tin's  to  soiiietbing  else,  and  seize  with  avi-  in  jnililic  prayer;  the  separating  of  the 
meeting  next  morning  at  daj'-break,  nnd  an  dity  on  any  thing  that  will  all'ord  it  tlie  Icxst  saints  from  the  sinners,  or  professors  from 
intimation  that  all  who  do  not  improve  tlie  relief,  the  subjects  arc  tlicn  told  that  they  non-professors,  into  diirercnt  groups  in  the 
present  moment  to  ^get  religion  nnd  make  may  hope  for  incre\’’ — that  “  justice  is  satis-  same  room,  or  into  difl'erent  apartments  in 
their  peace  with  God,  will  uiuloubtedly  (leu  with  the  suft'erings  of  Christ  in  their  tlie  same  building,  to  represent  rfromaZ/eaZ/y 
“perish,  and  that  everlastingly.  ’  la  the  stead — they  have  now  been  converted,  born  the  awful  separation  which  they  say  is  to 
mean  time,  report,  is  busy  with  her  thousand  again,  brought  out,  obtained  a  hope,  got  re-  take  place  in  another  world  ;  the  preaching 
tongues  through  town,  telling  what  wonders  ligion,  made  tlieir  ])caee  witli  God,’’  See.  miieli  against  Universalism,  caricaturing 
the  Lord  is -doing  in  the  place — (what  a  See.  And  the  jioor  deluded  souls  tc-  atidniisreprsscntingitsdoctrines.andslan- 

profanation  of  the  name  ol  tlie  Lord!)  how  lieve  they  have,  ami  eongratiil.itc  themselves  deriiig  its  alx’ttors. 

■uch  and  such  souls  arc  under  conviction-—  on  their  marvellous  eon  version  ami  escape  These  means  ami  measures,  with  others 
haveobtoined  a  hope — are  anxious  or  seri-  irom  hell :  wh,"n  iii  Let  no  cllee!  has  been  similar,  too  numerous  to  narrate,  are  cin- 
oiis,  fcc.— such  an  one  has  renounced  L  ni-  produced  on  tliotn  but  the  bewilderiug  of  ployed,  in  coudueliug  u  modern  revival,  till 
versalism  ;  (Uiough  the  latter  report  ahva^'s  tlieir  minds  mid  au  aiT'cction  of  tlie  anunal  at  length  the  fiartic  wastes  itself  witli  ilsowa 
turns  out  to  be  false  if  tlie  person  named  passions,  prtiielpalU  that  efye./,”.  brilliimct',  and  t!'e  indamab'e  combustihlcs 

ever  was  a  Lnitcrsahst ;)  and  thus  a  gree.t  i^'ach  are  llie  im'-ins  rcsoi  tcd  to,  and  sueli  are  all  cousnmed  ;  wi.tn  t!ic  communiiv 
curiosity,  or  genera,  sympathv,  is  prodiiecd  |  the  modus  cpcran.H,  in  getting  up  or  produ-  a'vakrs  from  its  slumbers,  and  sets  lire  stal 
Md  kept  up,  to  induce  iiuinj  to  fioex  to  ih.eir  j  emg  a  modern  revival,  llax  imr  dvseri'ocd  of  rciirobation  on  sufdi  racing  fanaticism — 
juture  raostings.  Anxious  meetings  ereiiiic-m  as  far  cu  is  ncee'cary  to  give  you  a  till  the  “tired  nature”  of^the  actors  them- 
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itflvei  •*  I ecks  rcposa  in  a  suspension  of  its 
operations  for  h  season,  till  it  can  regatlicr 
its  strcnitli  for  renewing  ilic  crusade.  I’ut 
alas!  it  “secketli  rest  and  findeth  none” — 
for  now  in  fact,  and  not  till  now,  *•  comes 
the  tug  of  war”— tlic  business  of  proselyting 
and  getting  the  new  converts  into  the  par¬ 
ticular  church  dcsiretl.  This  is  often  a  very 
difficult  and  doubtful  work.  Though  many 
of  tlie  young  converts,  whoso  parents  are 
members  of  the  popular  church,  will  join 
that  where  tlieir  parents  belong,  as  a  mutter 
of  course ;  yet  there  arc  a  number  who  wish 
to  join  the  5lethodists,  because  tlsey  r.mnot 
see  into  the  doctrine  of  election  and  repro¬ 
bation  ;  (which  beginsnow  to  be  cautiously 
and  insidiously  brought  to  view  by  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  preacher ;)  wlicrcas  the  Methodists 
hold  the  doctrine  of  a  free  salvation.  They 
are  told  the  Methodists  are  very  unpopular, 
a  very  enthuaiaatic  sect,  (!)  denying  some 
doclrinfs  which  we  hold  as  fundamentu! — 
“you  had  better  join  onr  church.”  A  num¬ 
ber  more  wish  to  join  the  Baptist  church, 
believing  baptism  by  immersion  the  only 
gospel  and  apostolic  mode  of  administerinir 
that  ordinance.  “  Why,  surely  you  wouT 
join  the  Baptists — how  can  you  unite  with 
a  ciiurch  where  they  hold  to  close  commun¬ 
ion/  Besides,  our  church  (the  Presbyteri¬ 
an)  is  the  most  popular— you  will  get  tlic 
most  friends  and  the  most  patronage  and 
support  in  business  by  joining  our  church.” 
Thus  there  is  a  pulling  and  hauiine,  in  all 
directions,  among  tlie  dilibrent  sects,  to  pre¬ 
vail  on  the  new  converts  to  join  /Ac/r  church. 
At  length,  after  joining  ditferent  churches, 
these  loving  converts,  who  were  so  harmo¬ 
nious  a  few  diij's  since,  arc  now  all  by 
the  ears,  filled  wit!i  t'te  bitterness  of  secta¬ 
rian  rancor  towards  each  other. 

Many  join  the  church  under  the  influence 
of  those  excited  feelings  with  wliicit  they 
were  first  “  brought  out being  incapacita¬ 
ted  to  judge  for  themselves,  they  tike  on 
trust,  whatever  is  held  up  to  them  for  cre¬ 
dence.  fcjome  of  these,  when  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  passion  has  passed  oft',  begin  to  sus- 
j)€ct  they  have  deceived  themsL'h\;s  '.vilii  un¬ 
real  hopes — that  they  have,  in  fact,  never 
known  any  tiling  about  truo  religion — they 
no  longer  have  those  feelings  they  did  w  hen 
they  first  came  out ;  an, I  hence  fill  into  a 
gloomy  and  desponding  state  of  mind — a 
settled  melancholy,  which  notnnfrei[ucnt]y 
lasts  for  life.  Others,  instead  of  snpposin  g 
,t!iey  have  deceived  themselves,  suspect  they 
have  been  imposed  on  by  their  guides — > 
they  feel  their  vassalage  ;  but  as  they  have 
joincil  the  church,  they  dare  not  widsper 
their  suspicions,  nor  examine  boldly  into  the 
matter,  lest  they  should  be  suspected  of  lierc- 
«y,  and  be  called  on  to  pass  the  fiery  ordeal 
of  church  discipline  and  the  thunders  of  ex- 
communication — so  they  continue  in  bond- 
8ge  through  life,  imAi/ig  all  the  time  they 
had  not  been  thus  precipitate.  Others  still 
there  arc,  who,  discovering  the  im|M)sition 
t!iat  has  been  practiced  on  them,  mid  being 
disgusted  with  every  thing  that  bears  tlie 
name  or  resemblance  of  it,  break  loose  from 
all  restraint,  liecome  callous  to  every  refined, 
atosaland  religious  feeling,  and  relapse  into 


iHiniond.ty,  vice  and  ojicn  prolligacy,  be¬ 
coming  far  worse  t’um  they  ever  were  be¬ 
fore,  or  ever  ollicrwis.i  would  have  been. — 
If  occasiontdly  one  of  the  new  converts,  dis¬ 
covering  the  duplicity  that  lias  been  practi¬ 
ced  ill  proselyting,  (iisourds  all  liiiman  nu- 
tliority  and  mui-niide  creoJs.  takes  the  Bi¬ 
ble  as  bis  only  guide,  and  after  thoroughly 
examining  its  contents,  comes  out  a  bright 
and  happy  Univcrsalist,  bo  is  at  once  put 
down  us  an  enemy  of  true  religion,  by  his 
former  associates,  and  pursued  with  anathe¬ 
mas  and  rcproac’ics. 

At  loiigtli  after  all  t'le  prosclytiiig  is  ac¬ 
complished  that  can  be  cilected — after  the 
winter  season  is  passed  away  and  the  spring 
has  opened,  when  tlic  farmer  begins  the 
cultivation  of  bis  fields,  tlic  mechanic  pur¬ 
sues  bis  honest  calling,  tho  morcliant  his 
trading,  and  professional  men  their  various 
avocations,  and  cominniiity  in  general  rc- 
sninc  their  business  and  tlicir  reason — it  is 
seen  that  the  revival  hue  ended.  Rational 
men  now  look  back,  and  seeing  where  the 
flame  was,  that  t!ie  ground  is  much  blacker 
tlian  it  was  before  it  was  burnt  over,  won¬ 
der  w  ithin  themselves  that  they  could  ever 
have  been  so  deceived  as  to  think  such  a 
transaction  the  work  of  tlic  liord  !  They 
will  observe  too,  with  regret  and  sorrow, 
wliat  I  propose  now  bri;  fiy  to  notice. 

Ilf.  The  evils  resulting  from  modern  re¬ 
vivals. 

I  am  not  dispoeeJ  to  deny  llr.t  there  arc 
particular  instances  in  which  sotne  good 
may  result,  citiicr  directly  or  iiidircelly, 
from  modern  revivals,  as  they  are  generally 
coiuliuted — sonic  few'  iiistaiicf  s  douiitliss 
occur  of  imlividiials  la  iiig  arrested  in  a  sin¬ 
ful  career,  and  livi  ig  siibscfiiicntly  tiirougli 
life,  more  solicr,  u[)iiglif,  honest  and  reli¬ 
gions  lives ;  but  tlicse  instancts  I  believe 
are  “  few  and  far  between.”  Am!  the  posi¬ 
tive  and  uiulciiiable evils  resulting  from  them 
arc  so  great  and  so  numerous,  that  the  good 
eaniiot  begin  to  imniparc  with  the  evil. — 
Noram  I  alone  in  this  opinion — the  same 
is  the  opinion  of  many  great,  and  good,  and 
even  Ortiio.lox  men.  The  same  was  the 
opinion  of  the  very  fathers  diid  predecessors 
of  those  who  are  now  the  priiuipal  instru¬ 
ment ;  in  geltiiig  up  and  carrying  them  on, 
Foriy  years  ago  tlic  whole  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  and  Congni'pitioivildenoininalions  con¬ 
demned  them  in  tlic  most  unqualified  man¬ 
ner,  calling  them  the  work  of  ignorant  and 
misgiiiiled  entlinsiasts,  and  ranting  fanatics, 
and  soni  'liims  even  giving  tlicm  tlie  appel- 
iation  of  “  tlie  works  of  the  Devil.”  Dr. 
Beecher,  of  Boston,  about  four  years  since, 
said  these  revivals  would  “  soon  lireomc  one 
of  llifi  most  powerful  and  sncccssfnl  assaults 
which  Matan  ever  made  in  the  elnirch.” — 
fic  pronounerd  f!ic:n  a  “scourge,”  leading 
t.)  “  nniversul  niisnilc  and  moral  desola¬ 
tion.”  A  conventio.i  of  1‘rosbyterian  min¬ 
isters,  nysembled  at  Ncw-Leljanoii,  in  this 
sfat.’,  between  three  and  four  years  since, 
votcil,  or  rC'Olved,  ur.aniinova'u,  that  “tliere 
may  he  so  nmeli  human  infirmity,  and  in¬ 
discretion,  niid  wickcdiicr.s  of  men,  in  eon- 
dneting  a  revival  of  religioii,  as  to  render 
1  the  general  evils  wliich  flow  from  tliio  infir¬ 


mity.  indiscretion  and  wickedness  of  man. 
fiREATca  tlian  the  temporary  cideaR/ag'es  of 
the  revival.”  And  1  am  fully  persuaded 
that  tills  proves  to  be  the  ease  in  ninety- 
nine  instances  out  of  a,  hundred,  of  moden 
revivals.  The  following  may  be  classet. 
among  some  of  the  most  prominent  evils  o. 
w  hich  I  sjieak 

1,  Uncharitablcness  and  bitterness  of 
!  feeling  in  society.  The  means  employed 
and  manlier  of  bringing  about  these  revi¬ 
vals,  arc  exactly  such  as  are  calculated  to 
ciigciuler  and  foster  a  sort  of  spiritual  pride 
to  puff  up  tlie  subjects  with  the  idea  that  they 
have  become  much  better  than  others,  that 
hence  they  arc  a  privileged  class — that  they 
have  a  right  to  dogmatize  and  dictate  to  oth¬ 
ers  ;  they  assume  the  prerogative  to  con¬ 
demn  all  others  that  do  not  come  up  to 
their  standard  ;  their  impudence  is  almost 
unbounded ;  and  this  impudence  and  over¬ 
bearing  spirit,  and  dictatorial  style  of  theirs 
often  jnovokes  others  to  nearly  ns  great 
nncharitablencss  towards  them;  and  the 
greatest  bitterness  and  acrimony  of  feel¬ 
ing  is  often  produced  betwcen.husband  and 
wife,  parents  and  children,  neighbors  and 
friends,  alienating  their  hearts  and  dividing 
tlicir  aneefions  ;  and  innltitiidcs  of  religious 
gossips  are  constantly  on  the  wing  to  bear 
evil  reports  from  one  to  the  other,  thus  wi¬ 
dening  the  brcacli  which  religion  should  heal. 
A  systemiitic^siiionage  is  kept  up  to  ascer¬ 
tain  whtlher  this,  that  or  tlie  other  person 
attends  an  orthodox  or  heterodox  meeting, 
to  overawe  and  intimidate  the  weak  into  ab¬ 
ject  submission  ;  and  proscription  and  non- 
intercourse  in  business  is  proclaimed  against 
all  who  will  not  countenance  these  modem 
innovatorr,  and  attend  and  support  their 
inccliiigs. 

2.  A  superstitions  regard  to  nonessen- 
tials,  professions,  forms,  ceremonies.  See., 
to  the  neglect  of  weightier  matters,  known 
duties  and  positive  commands.  Great 
stress  is  laid  on  external  forms,  and  attend¬ 
ance  on  nmllitndcs  of  public  meetings  ;  in¬ 
somuch  that  w  hole  weeks  and  even  months 
are  spent  in  nothing  else  than  running  from 
house  to  house  and  from  meeting  to  meeting, 
to  talk  about  convictions  and  conversions, 
and  warn  people  to  rcjicnt  and  “get  reli¬ 
gion,”  whose  moral  character  is  far  belter 
tlian  their  ow  n  ;  w  hile  industry  is  neglected, 
domestic  duties  disregarded,  and  charity  and 
mercy  to  the  [loor  and  distressed  forgotten. 
“  Being  ignorant  of  Gcxl’s  righteousness, 
they  go  about  to  establish  their  own  right- 
roiisness,”  “And  withal  they  learn  to  b« 
idle,  wandf  ring  about  from  house  to  house  ; 
and  not  only  idle,  but  tattlers  also,  and  busy 
bodies,  speaking  things  which  they  ought 
not.”  1  Tim.  v;  13.  Again,  ^ys  tho 
same  nf  ostlo,  “there  are  sonic  which  walk 
among  3'on  disorderly,  working  not  at  all, 
but  are  busy  bodies.”  Again,  “  of  this 
sort  are  they  wliieh  ereep  into  houses,  and 
lead  e:i|)tive  silly  women,”  &ic.  And  again, 
“  il’anv  provide  not  for  his  own,  and  espe¬ 
cially  for  those  of  his  own  house,  he  hath 
denied  the  fiiitli,  and  is  worse  than  an  in¬ 
fidel.”  fc't.  James  says,  “If  any  man 

!  among  3'ou  seem  to  be  religious,  and  bridletU 
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not  his  tongue,  but  decciveth  his  own  heart,  thcr  of  all  mercies  in  such  garments  of  In  conclusion  I  observe,  what  I  have  said 
this  man’s  religion  is  vain."  Alas,  how  wrath  and  vindictive  cruelty.  Never  did  on  this  subject  has  been  said  with  a  full  con- 
few  of  the  movers  or  subjects  of  modern  re-  they  preach  the  doctrine  of  unending  tor-  viction  of  its  truth  and  verity,  and  from  a 
vivals,  who  bridle  their  own  tongues,  or  but  ment  for  any  of  tlie  human  family.  The  sense  of  duty  I  owe  to  you,  to  the  jHiblicin 
what  “deceive their  own  bear’s”  !  And  how  drill  of  their  preaching  was  to  show  that  general,  to  my  own  conscience,  and  to  that 
great  a  tax  is  it,  especially  for  the  poor,  to  God  is  love,  and  to  inspire  confidence  in  God  who  has  put  me  into  the  ministry  of  re¬ 
spend  so  much  time  as  their  leaders  tell  man  towards  his  Maker.  True,  our  Saviour  conciliation,  and  placed  me  as  a  watchman 
them  they  must,  in  order  to  get  to  Heaven,  foretold  his  disciples  and  forewarned  the  on  the  walls  of  Zion.  I  ask  you  then  to 
besides  thetithing  on  mint,  anise  and  cum-  unbelieving  Jews,  of  the  punishment  ofGe-  examine,  and  carefully  weigh,  and  prayer- 
min,  while  yet  the  weightier  matters  of  the  henna,  that  that  adulterous  and  wicked  ge-  fully  consider  what  has  been  said,  and  let 
law,  justice,  merev  and  faith,  are  neglected !  iteration  should  sutler.  But  as  they  were  the  subject  be  fully  and  faithfully  canvassed, 
their  children  clothed  in  tatters,  or  their  Jews,  and  perfectly  understood  the  meaning  If  you  arc  fully  satisfied  that  modern  revi- 
ncighbors  famishing  for  bread.  of  the  word  Gehenna,  (which  our  transla-  vals  arc  the  work  of  crafty  and  designing 

3.  Another  evil,  and  one  109  of  no  ordi-  tors  have  rendered  hell,)  both  in  its  literal  men,  instead  of  being  the  work  of  God, — 

nary  magnitude,  is  the  gloomy  and  des-  and  metaphorical  sense,  they  well  knew  that  they  are  deeply  injurious  to  the  peace 

(Ktnding  state  of  mind  in  which  some,  at  how  to  apply  those  threatenings,  and  that  and  happiness  of  mankind  and  the  cause  of 
least,  of  the  unhappy  subjects  of  a  revival,  too  consistently  with  the  divine  promises  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion,  set  your  faces 
are  Icll,  in  almost  or  quite  every  instance —  universal  grace  and  happiness.  But  never  steadfastly  against  them,  and  let  not  the 
a  state  of  settled  melancholy  for  life,  or  else  wtirc  the  Gentiles  threatened  with  Gehenna  wrath  and  denunciations  of  tlieir  abettors 
terminating  in  absolute  despair,  mental  in-  punishment.  Never  did  the  apostles  use  the  intimidate  nor  drive  you  from  your  duty, 
sanity,  and  not  unfrequently  in  suicide.  I  word  at  all  in  their  preaching.  When  But  in  opposing  them,  do  it  with  mildness 
havcoflen  wondered,  considering  the  terri-  Paul  was  converted,  nothing  like  the  doc-  and  kindness  to  the  deluded  victims  of  folly 
fic  and  dreadful  means  employed  in  a  mo-  trine  of  total  depravity,  eleciion  and  repro-  and  fanaticism.  Use  persuasion  and  rea- 
dern  revival,  that  instancos  of  insanity  and  liation,  or  endless  misery,  seems  to  have  sonable  ailments  with  your  families,  con- 
suicide  were  not  more  Irequent  than  they  been  preached  to,  or  imderstooil  by  him. —  nexions,  neighbors  and  friends — endeavor 
are.  Still  they  are  sufficiently  frequent  to  All  was  mildness,  mercy  and  compassion,  to  convince  them  of  the  evils  resulting  from 

show  the  evil  tendency  and  fatal  doiisequen-  When  the  eunuch  was  converted  under  the  these  popular  excitements.  Though  we 

ces  of  those  popular  excitements.  The  in-  preaching  of  Philip,  no  wrath  of  an  angry  cannot  but  look  u|>on  some  of  the  principal 
stances  where  melancholy  and  despondency  and  oflended  God  was  proclaimed — no  ter-  /endera  in  these  measures,  as  exc.eedingly 
for  life  are  the  result,  are  innumerable.  rors  assailed  him — no  questions  were  ask-  criminal  in  their  plans  and  operations,  ws 

4.  The  increase  of  infidelity.  No  truth  ed,  whether  he  saw  that  it  would  lie  just  in  are  bound  in  Christian  charity  to  look  upon 

is  more  certain  in  my  mind  than  that  mo-  God  to  cast  him  oil’  forever,  and  doom  his  the  great  body  of  their  abettors  and  votaries, 
dern  revivals  promote  infidelity — Deism  and  soul  to  hell — whether  he  was  willing  to  be  as  honest  and  sincere,  but  deceived  and  de- 
Atheism.  Multitudes  who  do  not  give  damned  for  the  glory  of  God — whether  he  luded  souls,  who  "  have  a  zeal  of  God,  but 
themselves  the  trouble  to  examine  the  Bible  saw  that  his  heart  was  totally  depraved  and  not  according  to  knowledge,”  who  "being 
for  themselves,  and  to  see  what  Christianity  hifinitcly’  criminal.  He  says,  "I  ladieve  ignorant  of  God’s  righteousness,  and  going 
is,  or  what  it  was,  as  taught  by  its  great  Au^  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God."  It  about  to  establish  their  own  righteousness,  ’ 
thor  and  his  immediate  apostles — who  take  was  enough — he  was  baptized,  and  went  on  may  really  suppose,  all  the  while,  that  they 
it  for  granted  that  what  they' hear  and  sec  in  \uh  ■  wtiy  rejoicing — not  mourning  in  bit-  are  “doing  G»k1  service.”  This,  however, 
the  doctrines  and  practices  of  professing  ler  agony  of  soul,  as  many  do  in  these  renders  not  the  general  evils  to  society  less 
Christians,  in  the  time  of  a  rc\  ival,  is  Chris-  days.  pernicious  or  dangerous — they  arc  to  be  dc- 

tianity  itself,  are  shocked  w  ith  its  absurdity  (Ju  the  day  of  Pentecost— that  day  of  prccated,  and  a  remedy  sought  in  the  good 
and  ridiculousness  ;  and  say  at  once,  that,  faithful  and  true  apostolic  preaching — w  hen  sense  of  an  enlightened  public. 

as  reasonable  men,  they  cannot  hcliere  such  three  thousand  soids  were  born  into  the  be 

a  system  could  ever  or.gmatc  with  God-  kingdom,  not  a  syllable  secrris  to  have  been  ,,^1^  to  discern  between  true  and  false  reli- 
Ihey  cannot  Wieve  such  practices  can  Ire  uttered,  not  a  word  dropped  about  the  tor-  •  niire  Christianitv  and  its 

pleasing  U)  Divinity  or  profitable  to  humani-  menus  of  hell  and  damnation— the  goodness  livable  counterleit  And  nerer  despise 
ty;  and  hence  they  reject  the  whole  as  un-  and  abundant  mercy  of  God.  sent  home  to  n^St  if‘  b^us^Xits  abufe 

worthy  the  least  regard.  And  I  verily  be-  the  consciences  of  the  hearers,  pricked  them  re  -’  ridVriiHi  is  a  reasonable 

heve  these  revivals  are  doing  more  to  spread  in  their  hearts  at  the  idea  of  having  sinned  of  its  doctrhies  arc  rational  and 

and  encourage  infidelity',  than  all  the  wri-  against  so  kind  and  gracious  a  Being — tliev  m  I  Iniirc  .1*  i^ndrr 

lincranCPninn  I ... _ _ i  .  Consistent,  and  its  duties  such  os  to  render 


writers.who  have  ever  written  against  Clivis-  Peace,  the  apostle  Peter  preaches  (Acts  iii.)  ..u,  v...  ...  . 

tianity.  I  solemnly  aver  before  1  leaven  and  the  doctrine  of  “  the  restitution  of  all  thin<Ts.  "  ail  the  fwms  ii.»i  men  .levise, 
earth  that  this  is  my  full  conviction  aiiddc-  which  God  hath  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  INI  c.airiiiemVuiliiy'anil  ^ 
libcnite  judgment.  I  pass  his  holy’ prophets  since  the  world  began.”  And bmU the goppelio my  heart. *• 

D/ these  revivals  with  the  And  truce  the  history’ of  the  .Acts  and  preach-  No  person  would  rejoice  more  sincerely 
1  tttg  of  the  apostles,  through,  from  b(!ginniiig  than  your  speaker  in  a  general  revival  o[ 

What,  let  me  ask,  friendly  hearers,  do  we  to  end,  nothing  can  lie  found  in  all  tlieir  la-  “pure  religion,  and  undefiled  before  God, 
discover  in  these  modern  revivals  that  re-  hors  that  in  the  least  resembles  a  modern  re-  our  Father,"  whose  practical  dutiesare,  “to 
^mbles  the  prca''hing  or  praciices  of  the  vival,  either  in  the  doctrines  preached,  or  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in  tht  ir  at- 
iv'i  T  Saviour?  .  the  ciTccts  on  the  hearers,  or  the  practices  Ilietions,  and  keep  ourselves uiispoited  from 

Did  Jesus  or  his  aixkstles  ever  resort  to  any  i  pursued.  the  world.”  May  God  grant  that  sveh  a 

such  means  to  get  up  a  revival  ol  religion  as  I  (.diristianity,  as  exhibited  in  the  New  revival  may  commence,  and  progress,  and 
we  now  see  employ  ed  .  N(»:  never.  True,  |  Testament,  and  cxcni|)!ificd  in  the  lives  of  Ix^eome  universal,  and  finally  supplant  all 
.ey  warneJ  mankind  to  flee  fruiu  sin — to  1  tlie  apostles,  is  seen  to  rejircsciit  the  Deity  spurious  revivals,  stay  the  folly  and  wicked- 
ive  so  ier  y,  righteously  and  godly  they  |  in  ihe  most  uiiiiahle  li'ibt,  and  proves  itscll'  ness  of  man  in  getting  up  boisterous  excite- 
•roug  1  lonie  to  tlicir  eonscieiiccs  and  ;  iuriiiitcly  worthy^  ot  God  as  its  aiitlinr,  of  ineiits  of  the  animal  passions,  prtMlucing  fa- 
hearts  the  exceeding  sin fu.iiess  of  sin,  aiKi  Christ  as  its  medium  of  rommimication  to  iiatieism  and  madness,  without  improving 
le  TOnscqimnees  o  n  mg  in  the  practice  of  men,  and  of  the  everlasting  joy,  gratitude  the  heart  or  mending  the  morals.  And  may 
iniquity.  But  never  did  tney  c.othe  ine  F a- 1  tuul  obedience  of  mankind.  yon,  my  friendly  hearers,  mani.'cst  by  tvwoU 
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ordered  life  and  godly  conversation,  the  fruits 
of  genuine  and  practical  religion.  Let  your 
light  shine  before  men,  and  shew  forth  out 
of  a  puro  heart,  and  a  good  conscience,  and 
faith  unfeigned,  your  works  of  charity  in 
meekness  and  wisdom  :  that  the  world  may 
know  you  are  influenced  in  the  performance 
of  your  duly  by  a  nobler  motive  than  the 
fear  of  an  endless  hell — even  that  the  love 
of  God  reigns  in  and  rules  over  you.  “  Fi¬ 
nally,  brethren,  whatsoever  things  are  true, 
whatsoever  things  are  honest,  whatsoever 
things  are  just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure, 
whatsoever  things  are  lovely,  whatsoever 
things  are  of  good  report ;  if  there  be  any 
virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  praise,  think  on 
these  things.” 


MAGAZIxNE  AA  D  ADVOCATE, 


DOLPIIUS  8KINNRR,  Editor  and  Proprietor. 
AARON  B.  GROSII,  Auociate  Editor. 


Utica.  Saturday,  April  23, 1831. 


RELIGIOUS  NOTICED. 

Br.  W.  Bullard  will  preach  at  Nelson  Flats, 
on  the  4th  Sunday  inst. — at  Cazenovia,  So’clock 
same  day— at  Oran,  Monday,  So’clock— at  Pom- 
pey  East  Hollow,  Tuesday,  5  o’clock — at  such 
places  as  our  friends  there  shall  provide. 

The  Jc.sioR  Editor  will  preach  at  Eaton’s 
Bush,  on  the  first  Sunday  in  May,  during  the 
day,  and  will  lecture  at  Little  Falls  in  the  eve¬ 
ning  of  said  day. 

Br.  S.  Miles  will  preach  at  Schermerhorn’s 
Four  Corners,  on  the  second  Sunday  in  May ; 
and  on  the  Tuesday  following,  at  ft  o’clock,  P. 
M.,  at  the  school  house,  near  Mr.  Garret's  in 
Trenton. 

THE  UNIVERSALIST  CONVENTION  of 
the  Slate  of  New-York,  will  meet  in  annual  ses¬ 
sion,  at  Clinton,  Oneida  county,  on  the  second 
Wcdnesd.ay  (llth  day)  of  May  nest. 

CORRECTION, 

In  publishing  the  minutes  of  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina  Convention,  in  our  second  No.  a  mislixke 
occurred  respecting  the  time  to  which  that  body 
adjourned.  It  is  to  meet  on  Friday,  the  16th  of 
September  next,  (instead  of  Sunday,)  near^lr. 
John  M.  Feaster’s,  Fairfield  District,  S.  C.  and 
to  continue  in  session  three  days. 


REPLETION. 

We  are  aware  that,  for  sonic  time,  our  readers 
have  been  surfeited  witli  revival  news  and  re¬ 
marks  on  the  means  and  practices  of  such  scenes 
— our  only  apology  is  necessity.  These  moral 
tornadoes  were  every  where  felt,  and  required 
Doticc  and  animadversion.  We  liope  a  calm 
will  soon,  every  where,  succeed  the  universal 
storm;  and  then  pure  religion  will  be  more  no¬ 
ticed  by  us  and  our  correspondents,  than  the  de¬ 
filed  moekerv  of  it  has  been.  G. 


Charge  or  Agent. — On  account  of  the  ron- 
templ.Ttcd  removal  of  Br.  C.  Seymour  from  E. 
Bloomfield,  Br.  A.  Bickford  is  .appointed  our 
Agent  for  that  pl.aee. 


MORE  NEW  PAPERS. 

Proposals  have  been  issued  by  Brs.  C.  F.  Lc 
Fevre,  of  Troy,  and  I.  D.  Williamson,  of  Al¬ 
bany,  for  publishing  (to  commence  in  July  next, 
if  sufficient  patronage  be  obtained,)  a  new  Uni- 
versalist  paper,  to  be  entitled  “  The  Christian 
Anchor.”  It  i.s  to  be  published  weekly,  in  the 
city  of  Troy,  at  $1.50  per  annum,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  prospectus,  “  will  defend  the  great 
truth  that  God  is  ‘good  to  all  and  his  tender 
mercies  arc  over  all  his  works  ;’  and  weigh  in 
the  ‘  balance  of  the  sanctuary,’  every  narrow 
creed  that  closes  the  doors  of  heaven  on  sufTer- 
ing  millions  of  the  human  race.” 

By  the  letter  of  Br.  Stacy  published  in  this 
day’s  paper,  we  learn  that  Br.  L.  C.  Todd  has 
issued  proposals  for  publishing,  semi-montlily, 
in  Chautaiiquc  county,  another  new  paper,  to  be 
entitled  the  Genius  of  liberty.”  We  have  not 
seen  the  prospectus. 

We  highly  respect  each  and  all  of  the  three 
brethren  above  named  ;  and  heartily  wish  them 
success  in  every  laudable  undertaking  to  spread 
the  Everlasting  Gospel.  We  cannot  but  re¬ 
mark,  however,  while  on  the  subject  of  period¬ 
icals,  (inasmuch  as  we  hear  it  rumored  that  one 
or  two  other  papers  of  the  kind  are  soon  to  be 
started  in  this  state,)  that  from  local  considera¬ 
tions  and  particular  seasons  of  excitement  and 
overbearing  and  fanatical  measures  of  the  Or¬ 
thodox,  that  frequently  stimulate  liberal  minded 
men  to  spirited  efforts  to  counteract  their  dele¬ 
terious  effects  on  society,  by  starting  new  pa¬ 
pers  fortlio  dissemination  of  liberal  Christianity, 
there  is  a  possibility  of  there  being  too  many 
Universalist  papers  for  anyone  to  h.ave  a  liberal 
support,  or  for  aiding  the  cause  of  Universalism 
as  clficiciitly  as  it  vi'ould  be  done  by  fewer  p.a- 
pers  with  a  more  liberal  support.  This  remark 
is  made,  not  with  a  view  to  influence  the  breth¬ 
ren  named  to  a  different  course,  in  regard  to 
their  proposed  undertaking,  nor  to  influence  the 
public  to  judge  unfavorably  of  the  plan.  It  is 
llic  result  of  personal  experience,  as  well  as  ob- 
.servation.  For  the  writer  of  this  once  publish¬ 
ed  a  similar  paper  in  Troy,  for  one  year.  He 
found  it  a  source  of  great  inconvenience  and 
trouble,  and  in  addition  to  this,  and  all  his  la¬ 
bors  in  editing  and  publishing,  he  experienced 
a  considerable  pecuniary  loss.  The  first  year 
he  published  the  Magazine  in  Uti<%T,  he  like- 
wivc  lost  by  it  considerable  money,  besides  all 
his  labor,  care  and  perplexity  in  conducting  it. 
Since  then,  three  or  four  Universalist  papers  in 
this  state  have  actually  died  for  want  of  support; 
or  at  all  events,  on  account  of  the  limited  pat¬ 
ronage  given  them,  and  the  trouble  they  gave 
their  publishers,  while  their  brief  patronage  was 
(with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  hundred  sub¬ 
scribers  each,  on  local  considerations,)  sub- 
stracted  from  other  papers  of  the  kind,  before  in 
existence.  Since  those  discontinuances,  the 
Gospel  Advocate  at  Auburn,  the  Gospel  Herald 
in  New-York,  and  the  Magazine  in  tliis  place, 


have  hod  a  fair,  though  little  if  any  more  titan 
a  living  patronage;  till  a  year  ago,  last  Fall, 
when  we  purchased  the  proprietorship  of  the 
Advocate,  and  united  it  with  the  Magazine, 
knowing  the  expense  of  printing  one  paper  for 
all  the  patrons  would  be  less  than  that  of  two 
for  the  same  number,  and  that  subscribers  could 
be  furnished  with  a  larger  quantity  of  matter  for 
the  same  price.  Since  then,  the  Magazine  and 
Advocate  has  had  the  largest  patronage  of  any 
paper  published  by  Univcrsalists,  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  its  location  is  decidedly  the  best,  being 
the  most  central,  among  Univcrsalists ;  and  we 
have  and  shall  continue  to  use  our  cxeititni  to 
render  it  worthy  of  its  patronage. 

W e  are,  however,  far  from  wishing  to  engrose 
all  of  the  public  patronage  given  to  Universalist 
papers,  or  any  more  than  sufficient  to  remune¬ 
rate  us  for  the  expenses  and  labors  incurred. 
And  we  wish  as  many  papers  published  by  our 
denomination  as  c.in  be  well  sustained.  We 
have,  likewise,  full  confidence  in  the  compe¬ 
tency  of  these  brethren,  to  edit  valuable  papers. 
But  papers  poorly  supported,  often  prove  very 
expensive  to  the  publishers ;  besides  that  the 
labers  and  controversies  of  the  Editor  (which 
he  often  finds  himself  obliged  to  engage  in) 
frequently  come  in  contact  with  the  retiring  mo¬ 
desty,  the  piicific  and  forbearing  disposition  and 
the  parochial  duties,  which  the  Clergyman  and 
Pastor  finds  it  his  duty  and  his  happiness  to  cul¬ 
tivate.  Most  gladly  would  we  relinquish  the 
office  of  editor,  with  all  its  turmoil  and  cares, 
triumphs  and  defeats,  praises  and  censures, 
could  we  consistently  do  it,  this  momeot— did 
we  not  stand  publicly  pledged  to  a  large  circle 
of  readers,  and  believe  the  good  of  that  sacred 
cause  we  have  espoused,  imperiously  required 
the  continued  employment  of  our  feeble  exer¬ 
tions  in  this  capacity. 

Notwithstanding  there  arc  particular  seasons 
and  excitements  that  seem  to  call  for,  and 
particular  and  local  advantages  attained  by,  a 
great  number  of  p.apcrs  in  various  places,  even 
when  but  feebly  supported ;  yet,  we  are  satis¬ 
fied  the  good  of  the  cause  in  general  is  best  pro¬ 
moted  by  a  few  well  conducted  papers,  liberally 
supported.  For  in  the  latter  case,  they  are  per¬ 
manent  and  regular,  and  not  continually  dying 
and  reviving  again  as  in  the  former. 

Those  remarks  arc  dictated  by  the  purest 
friendship  to  all  concerned.  If  we  know  our 
own  hearts  wo  have  no  private  ends  to  answer. 
The  good  of  each  individual  in  particular,  and 
of  the  great  and  glorious  cause  in  which  we  aro 
engaged,  in  general,  hut  principally  the  latter, 
we  hope  ever  to  keep  in  view,  and  fervently 
strive  to  promote.  S. 

THE  SENTINEL. 

We  have  received  no  number  of  the  Sentinel 
and  Star  in  the  JVest,  from  No.  9,  dated  Dee. 
18,  1830,  except  ih«  23d  No.  dated  2d  iast. — 
What  ran  be  the  reason  ?  We  should  like  to 
exchange.  "Sk 


m 
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[/'•r  tkt  AfoyaziiM  onif  AdtottUt.] 

Messrs.  Editors — You  will  please  ac¬ 
cept  my  thanks  for  the  very  ohliscinir  notice 
you  have  taken  of  my  "  Ohjcctions,”  and 
for  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  they 
■were  answered.  Indeinl,  it  would  seem  that 
notliing  but  a  superficial  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures,  or  the  force  of  early  impressions, 
could  have  considered  tliem  as  real  olijcc- 
tions.  You  will  not  be  surprised,  however, 
tliat  they  were  so  considered  by  me,  when  I 
inform  you  that  it  is  but  a  few  years  since  1 
have  heard  the  doctrine  of  Universalism 
mentioned  or  treaUid  of,  except  as  an  ab¬ 
surdity  too  monstrous  to  be  seriously  refu¬ 
ted.  Others,  who  ore  in  the  same  ignorance, 
may  possibly  be  led  to  “  Search  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  see  if  these  things  be  so.” 

As  I  do  not  intend  to  tax  your  kindness 
again,  on  my  own  account,  (you  see  your 
lost  notice  to  correspondents  was  not  entire¬ 
ly  lost  upon  me, )  I  beg  leave  to  make  the 
two  following  inquiries : — 

1.  What  are  we  to  understand  by  the  de¬ 
claration,  that  all  those  who  arc  in  their 
prraves  shall  come  forth ;  they  that  have 
done  good,  (not  they  that  shall  do  good, ) 
unto  tlie  resurrection  of  life;  and  the^  that 
have  done  evil  unto  the  resurrection  ot  dam¬ 
nation  ?  Jolin  V  :  28,  2i). 

2.  Do  the  Scriptures,  in  fact,  allow  us 
to  consult  our  natural  reason,  in  treating  of 
the  attributes  of  God,  and  matters  of  fuitli 
and  religion^  The  popular  preachers  of 
the  present  day,  I  believe,  say  not. 

If  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  the  above  «inestions,  when  per¬ 
fectly  ronvenient,  you  will  lay  me  under 
additional  obligations,  and  probably  oblige 
others  who  are  willing  to  be  informed. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect, 

I  remain,  yours,  See, 

Caxdor. 

ANSWEU. 

In  answering  the  first  question  of  “  Candor” 
relutiva  to  John  v  :  23, 29,  it  Is  proper  to  remark 
that  there  are  difl’erent  views  entertained  among 
Universalists  relative  to  tlie  import  of  the  pas¬ 
sage.  Some  of  the  denomination  wlio  hold  to 
a  future  punislunent,  (though  not  all  even  of 
tins  class,)  believe  it  relates  to  the  final  and 
general  resurrection  of  tlie  Inmian  fiunlly,  and 
to  tlie  sentence  of  life,  an<l  of  condemnation  to 
be  passed  on  the  respective  classes  of  men  at 
tliat  time.  Those  of  this  opinion,  allege  that 
as  Christ  here  speaks  of  the  honrtliat  is  com/ng, 
(not  that  iscome,)  when  all  (nota  part)  that  arc 
in  tlicir  grarcs  (understanding  it  literally)  shall 
come  forth  &e.  it  must  relate  to  an  herealler; 
but  as  nothing  is  said  about  the  duration  of  the 
damnation  or  condemnation,  (whicli  are  syno¬ 
nymous  terms,)  and  the  general  voice  of  the 
Scriptures  declares  that  God  will  not  cast  off 
forever — that  he  will  not  bo  alw'ays  w'roth — and 
that  eventually  all  shall  sec  the  salv;»',ion  of  God, 
be  reconciled,  bow  tlie  knee,  and  own  Jesus  :is 
Lard  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father ;  therefore, 
tlie  text  docs  not  prove,  or  even  intimate  tlie 
^acb~ine  jf  bidlcss  daronaticn. 


Hut  thoso  who  reject  the  doctrins  of  punish¬ 
ment  in  another  state  of  being,  and  some  who 
admit  it,  believe  this  passage  is  to  be  understood 
figuratively,  the  same  as  the  preceding  verses, 
where  it  is  said,  “  Verily  1  say  unto  you,  he  that 
hearelli  my  woni,  and  believeth  on  him  that 
sent  me,  hath  crcrlasting  life,  and  shall  not 
come  into  condemnation;  (or  damnation  ;)  but 
IS  PASSED  front  death  unto  life.”  (in  the  present 
tense  having  arisen  from  the  dead.)  “  Verily  I 
say  unto  you,  the  hour  is  coming  and  noni  is, 
when  the  drMd  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of 
God;  and  they  that  hear  shall  lire.”  i.  e.  be 
raised  to  spiritual  life  by  faith  in  Christ.  They 
maintain  that  the  phrase,  in  their  graves,  repre¬ 
sents  the  low  and  degraded  condition  in  which 
the  Jewish  nation  was  then  found,  and  refer  to 
Ezek.  xxxvii;  12,  Id,  14,  where  God  says,  ‘‘I 
will  open  yoar  grarcs  and  cause  you  to  comevp 
out  of  your  graves,"  &c.  as  an  example  of  a 
similar  use  of  the  phravc  :  and  likewise  to  Dan. 
xii :  1,2,  where  the  prophet  speaks  of  ‘‘a  time 
of  trouble  such  as  never  was  since  there  was  a 
nation” — and  then  adds,  ‘‘and  many  of  them 
that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth  shall  awake,” 
«!kc.  compared  w’ith  .Matt.  24th  and  25th  chap¬ 
ters,  particularly  the  fin  mer,  where  Jesus  refers 
directly  to  Daniel  in  doseribiiig  the  signs  that 
should  precede,  and  the  calamities  that  should 
be  endured  at  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and 
quotes  from  Daniel,  vcr.  21 .  ‘‘  For  then  shall  be 
great  tribulation,  such  as  was  nut  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  world  to  this  time ;  no,  nor  ever 
shall  be.”  They  maintain  that  ‘‘coming  forth 
to  the  resurrection  of  lilij,”  moans  rising  from 
spiritual  darkness  to  the  light,  life,  and  liberty  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  ;  which  proved  to  be  the  por¬ 
tion  of  those  who  had  ”  done  good”  and  obey¬ 
ed  the  commands  of  Christ.  And  on  the  other 
hand,  that  ‘‘coming  fortli  to  the  resurrection 
of  damnation”  moans  being  roused  up  from  the 
lothargie  spoil  of  iniipiity  that  bound  tl.em  in 
chains  of  darkness,  to  share  those  dicadful  ca¬ 
lamities  which,  with  their  sins,  had  been  treasur¬ 
ing  up  for  tlicni  .against  the  day  of  wratli,  when 
the  unbelicviug  and  persecuting  Jews,  wholnad 
‘‘ done  evil,”  ‘‘ cania  forth  to  shame,”  confu¬ 
sion  ‘‘  and  age-lasting  contempt.” 

Whether  those  views  arc  rioriptural,  correct 
and  consistent,  let  Cainlor  decide. 

Ill  rc!:.’io!i  to  the  second  question,  whether 
tlie  Scripturoi  allow  ua  to  consult  our  natural 
reason  in  treating  of  the  attributes  of  God  and 
matters  of  faith  and  religion  ;  wo  conceive  no 
person,  unless  spell-bound  with  ignorance,  bi¬ 
gotry,  or  clerical  intliiencc,  can  be  at  a  loss  about 
an  answer.  Hence  a  man  of  Candor’s  di.scern- 
ment,  does  not  ask  tlie  question  on  his  own  ac¬ 
count,  but  on  .account  of  others  who  arc  thus 
spell-bound. 

'I'o  suppose  the  Sofipture*  did  not  allow'  the 
use  of  our  natural  reason  in  matters  of  religion, 
•would  be  to  suppose  the  Deity  hid  bestowed  on 
man  a  vary  valuable  gift,  (natural  reason,)  mid 


then,  for  fear  he  would  take  advantage  of  it,  bad 
bestowed  another  gift  (the  Scriptures)  forbid¬ 
ding  the  use  of  the  first  I  fur  all  must  allow  tliat 
reason  and  revelation  are  both  the  gift  of  tlie 
same  bring.  The  fact  is,  the  Scriptures  are  ad¬ 
dressed  to  our  reason,  and  witliout  its  exercise, 
they  could  be  of  no  more  use  to  us  than  to  the 
brute  creation.  If  we  are  not  allowed  to  exer¬ 
cise  our  reason  on  these  things,  wc  arc  mani¬ 
festly  required  o  be  u/ircasonable  1  And  Paul 
jirays  that  he  may  be  delivered  ‘‘from  unrea¬ 
sonable  and  w'ieked  men,”  (not  from  re.asuna- 
bic  mcn,)tlius  associating  unreasonableness  and 
wickedness  together.”  2  Tlicss.  iii :  2.  God 
says  to  man,  ‘‘  come  now'  and  let  us  reason  to¬ 
gether,  saith  the  Lord.”  Isa.  i:  13. 

Many  of  the  clergy,  it  is  true,  forbid  the  use 
of  reason  to  their  hearers  In  matters  of  faith  and 
religion.  ‘‘They  will  reason  against  reason, 
use  re.ason  against  the  use  of  reason,  and  cu- 
dcavor  to  show  a  very  good  reason  why  reason 
is  good  for  nothing.”  One  thing,  how'ever,  is 
very  certain — they  would  never  have  opposed 
reason,  had  not  reason  first  opposed  them.  And 
the  very  fact  that  reason  is  opposed  to  them,  and 
they  to  reason,  proves  that  they  hold  to  unrea¬ 
sonable  dogmas  and  doctrines.  Wc  will  closn 
this  article  with  the  follow'ing  pertinent  and 
beautiful  remarks  of  .Mr.  Locke : 

"Reason  is  n.atural  revelation,  whereby  the 
eternal  Father  of  light  and  Fountain  of  know¬ 
ledge,  communicates  to  mankind  that  portion  of 
truth  which  he  has  laid  within  the  reach  of  tlicir 
natural  fiiculties  :  Revelation  is  natural  reason, 
enlarged  by  anew  set  of  discoveries,  ctirmu- 
nicated  by  God  immediately,  w  Inch  reason  vou¬ 
ches  the  truth  of,  by  the  testimony  and  proofs  it 
gives  that  they  conic  from  God  ;  So  that  he  that 
t'ikes  away  reason  to  make  way  for  revelation, 
puts  out  the  light  of  both,  and  does  much-what 
the  same  as  if  he  w'ould  persuade  a  man  to  put 
out  his  eyes,  the  better  to  receive  the  remota 
liglitofun  invisible  star  by  a  telescope.”  S. 

SLVNDEIi  OF  THE  DEAD. 

.\mong  the  evils  attendant  on  that  lying  spirit 
which  has  been  originated  and  fostered  by  tlie 
late  revivals,  and  scut  forth  to  prey  on  the  cre¬ 
dulity  of  the  public,  there  arc  some,  which,  if 
not  publicly  noticed  and  attested  in  the  secular 
[i.aiiers  of  the  day,  by  many  respectable  witness¬ 
es,  would,  when  narrated,  ho  deemed  libels  on 
human  nature — incredible  absurdities  too  gross 
fur  public  credence.  Not  satlAfieil  with  tradu¬ 
cing  the  characters  of  the  wise,  the  great,  and 
the  good — w'itli  terrifying  the  weak,  deceiving 
the  credulous,  brow-licating  the  timid,  torturing 
the  sensitive,  denouncing  the  orderly  .md  sober 
[lart  of  comnimiity,  they  litivc  imitated  the  foul 
and  loat'isume  malignities  of  the  cruel  Hyena- 
have  ponctrated  tlie  recesses  of  the  grave— dis¬ 
turbed  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  and  sported  with 
the  char.acters  of  those  whose  breasts  the  breath 
of  life  had  scarcely  cc.ascd_^to  warm  and  heave  1 
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Gracious  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift, 
■ro  these  the  fruits  of  thy  benignant  and  life- 
giving,  sin-dispelling  spirit  7  Oh,  no ;  for  the 
fruit  of  that  spirit  is  meekness,  love,  joy,  peace, 
long  sufTuring,  charity,  goodness,  and  faith. — 
Those  illumined  thereby  can  nceer,  without  vio¬ 
lence  to  it,  and  disobedience  to  thy  holy  laws, 
trample  on  tlio  hearts  and  injure  the  characters 
of  the  living — much  less  can  they  batten  on  the 
characters  of  the  dead— of  those  whose  tongues 
cannot  utter  a  refutation  of  their  foul  falsehoods, 
being  cold  and  still  in  the  silent  chambers  of 
death.  We  need  not  inquire  what  spirit  it  is 
which  is  apparent  in  the  following  circumstan¬ 
ces;  we  leave  that  to  others,  s,atisf]cd  that  it  is 
not  the  spirit  of  Jesus — of  religion— of  God. 

The  Trustees  ofthc  village  ofSacketts  Harbor, 
have,  through  the  medium  ofthc  Gazette,  pub¬ 
lished  there,  made  the  following  facts  ojjiciaUy 
known  to  tlic  public.  On  the  ICth  November, 
last,  the  surplus  w.aters  of  Black  river  were  let 
into  the  canal  ofthat  place.  The  event  was  cele¬ 
brated  with  music,  &c.;  and  in  the  evening,  a 
ball  was  held  at  the  house  ofMr.  William  Smith, 
a  respectable  and  virtuous  citizen.  On  the  same 
evening  a  prayer  meeting  was  held  in  the  same 
village.  In  the  ball  room  the  utmost  order  and 
propriety  prevailed,  and  nothing,  wh.atcver,  oc¬ 
curred  to  mar  the  festivity.  Two  days  after  this, 
the  landlord,  who  was  predisposed  thereto,  was 
struck  with  apopL'xy,  which  terminated  his  ex¬ 
istence  in  about  six  hours.  Since  then,  various 
reports  have  been  circulabrd  abroad,  stating,  in 
substance,  “  th.at  the  prayers  of  the  revivalists 
had  such  an  effect  as  to  bring  three  persons  from 
the  ball  room  who  returned  there  with  the  whole 
meeting,  and  found  the  dancers  under  convic¬ 
tion — crying,  praying,  &,c.  Th.at  the  Kicked 
landlord  then  entered  the  room,  began  cursing 
and  swearing  at  tbc  congregation — when  the 
Lord,  to  reprimand  him  for  his  crime,  smote 
him  dc.ad  on  the  spot.” 

The  Trustees  of  the  village,  censure,  with  de¬ 
served  severity,  these  calumnies  of  the  worthy 
dead,  and  declare  the  whole  an  unfounded  fab¬ 
rication.  The  Editor  of  the  G.azcttc  further 
states,  that  Jlr.  Smith’s  character  was  very  good 
— that  he  was  not  a  profane  swearer,  &c. 

But  tliis  is  not  the  only  case  of  the  unnatural 
and  depraved  appetite  for  calumny  generated  by 
revival  excitements.  We  can  procluce  another 
equally  abhorrent  to  truth— equally  calculated 
to  wound  the  feelings  of  mourning,  surviving 
relatives  and  friends — and  equally  disgusting  to 
the  rational  part  of  community.  We  copy  the 
following  account  from  the  “Civilian,”  pub¬ 
lished  in  llamllfun,  and  from  a  letter  written  by 
a  respectable  citizen  ofthat  town. 

At  a  religious  meeting  held  in  Brookfield, 
where  Mr.  Littlejohn  officiated,  some  young 
men  placed  an  image  of  some  kind  in  the  pulpit. 
Mr.  Littlejohn  observed,  in  substance,  that  it 
would  be  a  wonder  if  God  did  not  kill  the 
young  men  before  they  reached  home.  Mr. 


Livermore,  xelio  had  attended  the  meeting,  but 
Imd  taken  no  part  in  the  disturbance,  on  his 
return  home,  fell  from  his  horse,  and  was  so 
badly  injured,  that  he  soon  afterwards  expired. 
Immediately  the  revivalists  reported  that  Mr. 
Livermore  xvas  a  ringleader  among  the  band  of 
young  men,  and  that  thus  the  judgments  of  God 

h. ad  already  overtaken  him.  The  Editor  of  the 
Civilian  states,  that  this  young  man’s  character 
was  assailed  “  for  the  purpose  of  extending  a 
religious  excitement,  founded  more  upon  the 
foar  and  superstition  of  the  people,  than  a  sin¬ 
cere  repentance  for  transgressing  the  laws  of 
that  merciful  and  holy  Being,  who  in  his  reve¬ 
lation  to  man,  styles  himself  “the  same  yes- 
terd.ay,  to-day,  and  forever.” 

Several  individuals,  neighbors  and  acqu.aint- 
ances  of  the  deceased,  intim.ately  acquainted 
with  the  whole  affair,  have  promptly  come  for¬ 
ward  “  to  defend  the  memory  of  the  innocent, 
and  to  relieve  the  injured  feelings  of  the  living” 
— and  we  trust  this  shameful  instance  of  deprav¬ 
ity  in  their  conduct  will  m.akc  them  less  anxious 
to  prove  their  leader  a  prophet,  and  more  anxious 
to  “cease  to  do  evil  and  Ic.arn  to  do  well,” 
without  which  all  the  mummery  of  their  idol, 
and  all  their  pretensions  to,  and  acts  of  self- 
righteousness,  are  but  as  filthy  dross.  Tlicrc  is 
but  one  good  can  eftcctcd  through  these  evils, 

i.  e.  m.anifesting  the  licentiousness  ofthc  popu¬ 
lar  dogmas,  and  making  them  so  palpably  ridi¬ 
culous  as  to  ensure  their  final  rejection.  G. 

ZSditorial  Correspondonco. 

LETTER  FRO.R  BR.  8’rACY. 

We  think  no  apology  necessary  to  the  writer 
or  our  readers,  fiir  publishing  the  following  let¬ 
ter  from  our  long  tried  and  faithful  brother,  N. 
Stacy.  We  shall  ever  feel,  and  presume  the 
most  of  our  readers  will  also  feel,  tlic  liveliest 
interest  in  his  welfare  and  pnisperity.  We  are 
always  happy  to  hear  from  him.  llis  letter 
will  be  read  with  interest.  S. 

Co1umbu.s,  Vk'arrcn  co.,  Ta.,  April  5, 1831. 

Brs.  Skinner  and  Grosh — Inasmuch  as  days, 
weeks,  and  months  have  been  swallowed  uji  in 
oblivion  since  we  had  the  pleasure  of  an  inter¬ 
view — and  we  are  separated  by  miles,  which 
require  considerable  time  to  traverse,  so  that  a 
meeting  is  not  easily  obtained — and  we  are  also 
cugagetl  in  the  same  solemn  and  important  pro¬ 
fession,  and  must  fitel  a  reciprocal  interest  in 
each  other’s  welfare,  a.s  well  as  a  mutual  zeal  in 
the  propagation  of  the  pure  doctrines  of  Cliristi- 
anitv,  and  the  holy  triumph  ot truth;  lamcon- 
tirleiitthat  a  word  from  me  will  not  be  wholly 
unaccepUdilc.  From  you  I  hear  with  gladness 
weekly.  Your  excellent  paper  is  refreshing  to 
me,  under  my  present  separation  from  the  breih- 
ren  of  my  affection,  as  the  early  dew,  or  the 
gentle  shower  upon  the  parched  ground.  It 
gives  me  the  pleasing  and  reviving  intelligence 
of  error  detected  and  succe-sfully  icfutcJ — of 
the  wane  of  bigotry  and  superstition— of  souls 
converted  to  pure  ifhristi.anity— of  the  triumph 
of  fiith  in  a  tWing  hour— of  accessions  to  the 
laborers  in  the  grc.at  vineyard  of  our  common 
Lord,  and  the  glorious  fruits  of  their  labors  in 


the  gathering  and  organizing  of  churchen  and 
societies.  And  when  I  reflect  ton,  tliat  a  good¬ 
ly  proportion  of  those  fruits  are  being  rept  in  the 
held  where  my  earliest  labors  were  bestowed, 
and  my  fccblo  energies  exerted — where  I  mot  in 
youth  and  alone  (yet  not  alone,  for  God  was 
with  me)  the  giant  of  opposition,  arrayed  in  the 
splendid  hahilimenta  of  popularity,  and  shielded 
by  the  gilded  armour  of  a  pampered  theology — 
and  among  a  people  whose  interest  and  happi¬ 
ness  arc  entwined  around  tbc  tcndcrcst  tila- 
nients  of  my  heart,  it  adds  not  a  little  to  my 
folicity,  and  soothes  and  culms  tlio  rough  storma 
of  the  autumn  of  my  life. 

I  too  have  not  been  entirely  inactive.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  temporal  needs  of  my  family, 
just  arrived  in  a  new  country  among  strangers, 
has  necessarily  engrossed  much  of  my  time  and 
care ;  still  I  have  travelled  many  miles  over  the 
rugged  roads,  and  have  deliver^  my  little  mes¬ 
sage  to  many  listening  congregations.  I  have 
preached  several  times  each,  in  Jamestown, 
Carroll,  Busti,  H.armony  and  Clvraer,  in  Chau- 
tauque  co.,  N.  Y.,  beside  attending  my  regular 
appointments  in  Warren  (court  house)  once  a 
mouth,  and  in  this  town,  with  occasional  lec¬ 
tures  in  other  places. 

And  although  opposition  from  the  uncharita¬ 
ble  zeal  of  modern  Orthodoxy  must  ever  meet 
me,  still  my  congregations  have  been  decent  as 
to  numbers  for  a  thinly  populated  country,  have 
manifested  some  interest  in  the  preached  word, 
and  in  many  instances,  I  think,  have  given  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  xvord  was  not  spoken  in  vain. 

A  society  has  been  organized  in  this  town  by 
the  appellation  of  the  Firet  Unirersalist  Society 
in  Columbus,  with  a  constitution  to  which  near¬ 
ly  thirty  male  members  have  subscribed.  And 
indeed  liberal  sentiment  are  gaining  as  fast  in 
proportion  to  the  means  employed,  in  this,  as  in 
any  part  of  our  common  happy  country.  Peo¬ 
ple  are  beginning  to  see  the  base  hypocrisy  of 
many  of  the  over-zealous  professed  lovers  of 
soul.- — to  know  the  real  enemy  of  their  civil 
and  religious  freedom,  and  to  understand  his 
lurking  place.  And  tliis  is  certainly  necessary 
in  order  that  they  a.sscTt  their  righta,  and  take 
means  to  maintain  them. 

Br.  Todd  is  laboring  successfully,  I  believe, 
in  Chautauque  co.  He  has  issued  a  prospectus 
for  a  semi-monthlv  periodical,  entitled  the  Ge- 
nins  of  liberty.  \Vhat  has  been  his  success  in 
obtaining  patronage,  I  am  not  able  to  say  ;  but 
am  rather  inclined  to  think  he  will  succeed. 
Br.  T.’s  abilities  arc  popular  in  this  region.  I 
have  had  but  one  short  interview  with  him  since 
I  came  into  the  country.  At  that  time  we  agreed 
to  endeavor  to  get  a  general  meeting  of  our 
friends  in  this  rcaion,  as  soon  as  travelling  shall 
become  comfiirtable,  this  spring,  for  the  purpose 
of  attempting  the  resuscitation  of  tlic  Chautau¬ 
que  Association.  A  Br.  Jones  is  preaching  in 
Erie  eo.  Pa.,  and  our  well  known  Br.  Skeel  in 
Cattarauciis  co.  N.  Y.,  so  that  1  hope  by  the  time 
of  the  session  of  the  convention  in  1832  you 
may  sec  delegates  from  .an  association  which 
has  arisen  from  the  dead.  For  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  liberal  sentiments,  a  Unitarian  periodi¬ 
cal  is  pulilishing  in  Meadvillc.  Its  merits  I 
cannot  speak  of,  as  I  have  not  had  the  privilege 
of  seeing  it.  I  have  read  its  prosjicctus— it  is 
well  written,  and  makes  many  liberal  promises. 

When  I  si  .all  see  you  again,  God  only  knows. 
I  should  be  happy,  unspeakably  so,  to  meet  you 
at  the  convention  at  Clinton,  but  must  lie  denied 
that  privilege.  All  I  can  say,  is,  may  God  spare 
your  useful  lives— continue  to  impart  wisdom 
to  your  understandings — grant  you  health,  and 
sustain  you  under  your  arduous  lalwrs. 

Most  affectionately  yours,  N.  STACY. 
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IKpt  tkt  Magazine  and  Advocate.] 

The  Ibllowing  Acrostica  were  penned  aa  a  tribute  to 
the  memor>'  of  the  departed  brother  wtioae  name  the  tirat 
bears,  by  hia  Borrowing  frieud,  wboao  name  ia  revealed 
by  the  latter. 

Released  IVom  earthly  toils,  hia  spirit’s  flotvn 
O  n  wings  of  love,  to  realms  of  joy  unknown — 

8  eraphle  legions  greet  him  bleat  above, 

W  here  coumleas  myriads  shout  redeeming  love ! 
Enough— 'lia  done— the  mortal  atriiggle’s  o’er— 

1<  life— endless  life's  obtained— tite  God  of  grace  adore — 
L  at  Resignauon  reign,  nor  ask  from  him  aught  more. 

H  ark,  still  she  wails  1  well  may  the  widow  groan — 

O  f  friend,  companion,  lover,  so  berefl — 

Lo !  in  Uic  morn  of  life  she  stands  aloite ! 

M  atchlees  her  grief— which  condolence  can’t  wrest ! 

E  ndure  it  yett  a  while,  lorn  one,  your  sorrow  ’ll  end— 
Soon  in  immortal  realms  you  ’ll  join  your  fi'ieud. 

N  or  enn  I  meet  the  shock  with  stoic  heart — 

8  nch  were  llie  tics  that  bound  our  hearts  lielow — 

T  rue  friendship,  strenglliened  by  the  mystic  art — 

A  las!  in  vain  I’d  check  the  terrftil  flow ! 

C  oine,  while  we  mourn  his  worth,  Hope  points  akove. 
Vet  crown,  like  hts,  our  triumph  in  redeeming  love. 


[Far  the  Magazine  and  Advocate.] 
Meitre.  Editor* — By  tlie  particular  request  of  a  brother 
and  in  acconlance  with  my  own  desire  to  see  them  pul>- 
lished  in  yonr  columns,  I  send  you  the  fiillnwing  pathetic 
and  touching  lines,  composed  by  the  Itov.  Elianan  ff'in- 
cJiesler,  and  sung  by  him  in  his  last  moments,  in  tlic  tri¬ 
umphant  rapture  of  his  soul.  That  great  and  good  innn. 
Who  so  ably  advocated  the  doctrine  of  iinivcrsul  rcstnra- 
tiOD,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  in  despite  of  nil  tlic 
obloquy  and  reproach  lo  which  the  doctrine  was  subject. 
In  that  early  day  of  its  dawn  on  America,  has  shown  by 
his  exemplary  piety  in  Hfr,  and  tliese  his  dying  words, 
that  the  doctrine  is  equally  good  and  consoling  lo  die  by 
os  to  live  by.  r.  J.  R. 

Jiueeia,  If.  T.,  April,  1831. 

E.  WINCHE.STER’S  FAREWELIi  HY.MN. 

Farewell,  dear  friends,  in  Christ  below ; 

I  bid  you  all  a  short  ailien ; 

My  time  is  come,  1  long  to  go, 

I  trust  I  soon  my  Lord  shall  view, 

I  thank  you  ihr  your  kindness  shown  ; 

My  Jesus  will  reward  you  all ; 

I  leave  yon  with  the  l^ord  alone, 

Tdl  he,  from  earth,  your  souls  shall  call. 

Farewell,  dear  brethren,  neighbors,  friends, 

I  hope  we  soon  slmll  meet  with  joy  j 

My  heav’niy  Father  for  me  sends  j 
1  go  where  nothing  con  lumoy. 

Adieu  to  yon,  mine  enemies, — 

You  that  have  sought  to  do  me  harm, 

By  slander,  envy,  rage,  and  Ikrs  j 
But  God  upheld  me  with  his  arm. 

1  wish  you  all  eternal  life ; 

I  owe  yon  not  the  lra.<t  ill  will ; 

My  soul  is  free  from  wrath  and  strife ; 

Though  me  you  hate,  I  love  you  still. 

Adieu,  Uiou  sun,  ye  stars,  and  moon  ; 

No  longer  shall  I  need  your  light ; 

My  Cod’s  my  sen,  lie  makes  my  noon  j 
My  day  shall  never  change  to  night. 

Adieu  to  all  things  here  below ; 

Vain  world,  I  leave  thy  fleeting  toys : 

Adieu  10  sin,  fear,  pain,  and  woe. 

And  welcome  bright  eternal  joys. 

Temptations,  trouldes.  griefe,  adieu  t 
Sorrows  becloud  my  fece  no  more : 

1  go  to  pleasures  ever  new. 

Where  toils,  and  strifes,  and  wars,  are  o'er. 


Now  1  have  done  with  earthly  thln^. 

And  all  to  come  is  boundless  bliss ; 

My  eager  spirit  spreads  her  wings  •, 

Jesus  says  “  Come,”  I  answer,  yes. 

Weep  not,  dear  friends,  I  tell  you  all, 

I  go  10  dwell  with  Christ  on  high  ; 

I  hear  my  blessed  Maviour’s  call, 

And  trusting  in  his  promise,  die. 

Father,  I  come  to  thee,  above ; 

All  things  below,  I  leave  behind  } 

The  founluin  of  eternal  love 
Is  open  to  my  joyful  mind. 

Eternity !  transporting  sound  I 

Whilu  God  exists,  my  heaven  remains ) 

Fulness  of  joy,  that  knows  no  bound. 

Shall  make  my  soul  forget  her  pains! 


M.\KK1.\G£. 


At  Boonvillr,  on  the  3d  inst,  by  I/orin  Miller,  Esq., 
^Ir.  Platt  IP,  Roger e,  to  .Miss  Abigail  Murray,  all  of 
tliat  place.  _ 

^DEATHS. 


At  New-Bcrlin,  Chenango  eo.,  on  lhe32d  day  of  March 
ult.,  Mrs.  Mahala  Rurlingiime,  wife  of  Capl.  Abner 
Bnrlinsaine,  aged  37  years.  .Mrs.  Burlingame  had,  li)r 
more  fo.'Ui  a  year,  Ih-cii  lingering  under  a  painful  pulmo¬ 
nary  disease,  which  she  Imre  with  Christian  li)rtilude, 
patience,  and  rcsisnntion  :  and  when  the  King  of  terrors 
laid  his  cold,  icy  hand  ii|M>n  her  breast,  (in  full  posses¬ 
sion  ofher  mental  (iiciilties,)  she  received  the  grim  mes¬ 
senger  unilaunted,  and  uiulismnyed.  8he  appe.-ired  to 
pass  into  the  \  alley  of  the  shadow  of  death  w  ithout  the 
fear  ofevil.  su|)ported  and  comforted  by  the  rml  and  stud 
of  Israel’s  God,  her  Heavenly  Father.  She  has  lefi  a 
berenvetl  hnsimnd  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  loving  compan¬ 
ion  and  a  faithful  Imsnin  friend.  Her  aged  parents  and 
a  numerous  circle  of  relatives  and  connexions,  must 
deeply  feel  the  loss  of  her  who  was  rendered  doubly 
dear  totliem  by  the  nearer  ties  of  kindred  blood  and  kindly 
cultivated  aflections.  Tlie  Lord  gave,  and  tlie  I/ird  has 
taken  away ;  and  may  they  bless  the  name  of  the  I/ortI 
with  the  full  Hs.surHnce  that  she  is  at  rest  w  ith  Him. — 
Her  funeral  was  attended  by  a  iiumeriHis  cnileclion  of 
relatives  and  friends ;  and  the  consolution  of  the  gospel 
of  immortality  was  faithfully  and  ably  poiirtrayed,  hir  the 
comfort  of  mourning  friends,  by  that  liiieral  iniiidtal  man 
and  eloriuent  servant  of  the  .Muster  of  osseinlihes,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Andrews,  Pastor  of  the  E|iisrnpul  Church  in 
New-Uerlin  Village.  Text,  1  Cor.  xv :  5-1.  The  li.'ten- 
iiig  audience  were  pleasingly  tninspofleil,  by  an  easy 
fhiw  of  the  wonts  oflife,  to  conleiiiplate  joys  and  betmties 
more  than  earthly,  and  the  niithfni  believer  in  Jesus  was 
captivated  and  draw  n  by  the  silken  cords  of  love  divine 
to  the  rapturtais  height  of  Imite’s  inspiring  vision,  to  be¬ 
hold  that  great  and  glorious  era,  when  “  this  mortal  shall 
ptit  on  immortality,"  and  the  all  conquering  Prince  of 
peace  shall  triumph  over  every  ftie,  destroy  the  last  ene¬ 
my,  and  bring  the  ransoined  fondly  of  ntan  In  triumph 
also,  and  to  shout  w  ith  extatic  joy,  “  O,  death !  where  is 
thy  sting?  O,  hades',  wliereisthy  victory?’’ — Com. 

At  Boonville,  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  inst..  Miss 
Charlotte  Juhneon,  daughter  of  Mr.  Salmon  Johnson, 
aged  18  years.  .Muss  Johnson  was  indeed  a  pattern  oi 
virtue,  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  fintil  rcstiitition  of  all 
things.  Hence  it  may  readily  be  inferred,  that  the  loss  is 
great,  and  most  deeply  fill  by  the  ladicvers  in  the  Ahra- 
hanne  lliilh,  in  the  circle  of  her  ncipiainlance ;  and  above 
all,  by  me  bereaved  lamily,  w  ho.se  grief  can  only  be 
assuaged  by  the  reflection  that  they  did  rejoice  at  the 
birth  of  the  dear  pledge  of  a  parents’  love,  and  that  "  lla.- 
day  of  one  ’s  death  is  lieiier  than  the  day  of  one’s  birth." 
Eccl.vii:  1—1.  The  funenil  was  attended  by  Rev.  8.  W. 
Fuller,  who  preached  from  the  above  verses. — Com. 


FII.I.\L  PIETY  EXEMPLIFIED. 

An  ofltcer,  having  remained  some  lime  nt  Kingston,  in 
Surrey,  for  the  piirpo^  of  rai.>ing  recruits,  received  or¬ 
ders  to  rejoia  tlie  regiment.  On  the  evening  befiire  his 
departure,  a  young  man  of  the  most  engaging  aspect  made 
his  appearance,  and  desirc-d  to  be  enlisted  iiito  his  compa¬ 
ny.  His  air  at  once  indicated  a  well  cultivated  mind,  and 
eominanded  respect.  He  betrayed,  however,  etiileiil 
marks  of  perturbation,  and  was  greatly  emlmrr.assed. — 
The  oiBcer  asked  the  cause  of  it — “  I  tremble,”  said  he, 
’’  lest  you  should  deny  my  request.”  Whilst  speaking, 
tlie  tears  rolled  down  his  cheeks.  “  No,”  answertxl  tlie 
officer,  ’’  I  accept  your  oflkr  most  heartily ;  but  why  shouki 
you  imagine  a  refusal  ?”  ’’  Because  the  bounty  which  I 
expect,  may,  perhaps,  be  too  high.”  “  How  much,  then, 
do  you  demand  ?”  said  the  officer.  *’  It  is  no  unworthy 
motive,  but  nn  urgent  claim  which  compels  me  lo  ask  ten 
guineas,  and  I  shall  be  the  most  miserable  of  mankind  if 


you  refuse  me."  “  Ten  guineas said  the  officer,  ••  that 
intleed  is  very  high  t  but  I  am  pleased  with  you :  I  trust 
to  your  honor  fi>r  the  dischanre  of  your  doty,  and  will 
strike  the  bargain  at  once.  Here  are  ten  guineas)  to¬ 
morrow  we  depart.” 

Tlie  young  man,  overwhelmed  with  joy,  begged  per¬ 
mission  to  return  home,  to  perform  a  sacred  duty ;  and 
promised  to  be  back  Within  an  hour.  The  officer,  im- 
prcKocd  by  the  honesty  of  his  countenance,  yielded  to  his 
request ;  but  olwerviiig  something  mysterious  in  his  man¬ 
ner,  he  was  induceil  by  curiosity,  to  fidlow  him  at  some 
distance.  He  saw  him  hasteniiig  lowanis  the  town  pri¬ 
son,  where  he  knocked  and  was  admitted.  The  uflicar 
quickened  his  pace ;  and  when  he  came  lo  the  door  of  ths 
prison,  he  overheard  the  young  man  .say  to  the  jailor:— 
”  Here  is  the  money  li>r  which  my  futlier  is  imprisoned  s 
I  put  it  into  your  hands,  and  I  request  you  will  coiuloet 
me  lo  him  iinmedintely,  that  I  may  release  him  from  hW 
misery."  Tiie  jailor  did  us  he  was  requested. 

Tlie  officer  delayed  a  few  iiiiniites,  that  the  young  man 
might  havenn  opportunilv  of  being  e’one  with  hiafother. 
He  then  followed  him.  What  a  scene !  He  saw  the  son 
III  the  arms  of  a  venerable  and  aged  father,  who,  without 
uttering  a  word,  pressed  him  lo  his  heart,  and  bedewed 
him  with  tears. — A  few  miiiulea  passed  before  he  obser- 
ve«l  the  oflicer,  who,  deeply  afleeted,  approached  them, 
and  said  to  the  old  man,  “  Com|)ose  yourself;  I  will  not 
deprive  you  of  so  noble  a  son.  Permit  me  lo  restore  him 
to  you,  lliai  I  may  not  regret  tlie  money  be  has  einployod 
in  so  virtuous  a  manner.” 

The  Hither  and  s<in  fell  upon  their  knees  at  his  feet^ 
I'lie  young  man  refilled,  at  first,  to  accept  of  his  proflered 
freedom,  but  the  worthy  officer  insisted  that  he  should  re¬ 
main  with  his  fiilher.  lie  accompanied  them  l>oth  from 
the  prison,  and  Usik  his  leave,  w  ilh  the  pleasing  reflec¬ 
tion  of  having  contributed  to  the  hnppines.  of  a  worthy 
son  and  an  unfiirtunatc  fotlier.— £race’f  Anecdotee. 
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